INnverawe Native\ ’Gardens

Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden
Opens 1 September, five days a week till the end of April

Check the box at the end of this newsletter for opening hours.

See you in the Garden!

Mulla-Mulla “Magenta” Pallid Cuckoo

Ptilotus exaltatus

Mulla-Mulla is a small grassy sort of thing that carries
these blooms — flowers in Spring through to Summer.
This a cultivar but the species is equally spectacular,
albeit with a quite different display. The ones we
have grown seem to be annuals. Recommended!

Iso

ogon “Pink Drumsticks”

Another attractive small pot plant.

Brush Wattle Bird, a resident with a raucous call
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A garden visitor

Pallid Cuckoos arrive in Spring and tend to perch in
well concealed spots — like this fellow. Their call is a
series of low whistles on a slightly rising cadence — it
reminds me a bit a distant person whistling a dog. It
is one the 111 bird species on our list.

Secret Garden
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In a 22 acre garden you need names for various
areas, otherwise we have silly discussions over
dinner, trying to figure out which part of the garden
we are talking about. The soil here was truly awful at
first — it needed much work on it. Hibbertia aspera,
yellow flowers, left, two white elephants, centre
background and various other bits and pieces.
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Chamelaucium sorbetto

Chamelaucium (and no, | don’t know how to
pronounce it, either) is the Geraldton Wax family,
from WA. There are many cultivars. Sorbetto is a
small shrub which we grow in a pot. WA plants
prefer sandy soils, not our clays. Because my
mother was from WA, my father tried many times to
grow Geraldton Wax, without success. They didn’t
like suburban Bankstown clay, either. He did grow
flowering annuals, Phlox, Petunias, Iceland Poppies,
and vegetables. | can still remember the lessons he
taught me. With poppies, which | have never grown,
“keep pinching out flower buds until the leaf rosette is
as big as a dinner plate!” Why do you remember this
stuff?
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Eutaxia obovata

This Eutaxia (yellow flowers) is nestled in amongst
some winter flowering Correas, which have finished
for the season. The pale green fellow poking his
branch in (left, lower) is Leptospermum horizontalis,
who is getting ready to flower, late Spring. Eutaxia
gets to about a metre high and the same across. We
find it a good infill plant, the sort of thing you can
plant in an empty corner. Another good infill plant is
Hibbertia aspera. A Sydney garden writer, about 60
years ago who wrote under the name “Waratah”
reckoned every gardener needed a stock of “hardy
rompers”. Not wrong. Here we just have to be sure
they aren’t hugely attractive to Pademelons. Nobody
eats Eutaxias, or Hibbertias. They must taste
terrible. My sort of plant!

Down North West Bay

Nort Buny Islad, from Inverawe

This view is why we bought 22 acres of woody
weeds, almost 25 years ago. Hawthorn, Blackberry,
Boneseed, Spanish Heath, Thistles and many more.
We planted well over 12,000 Australian natives,
constructed 100s of metres of paths, built rockwalls,
installed garden ornaments as features, researched
the history of the property and commissioned
information panels. We’ve written poetry which is
scattered around the property and installed many
seats so you can sit and look at the view.

We are still fighting thistles (Grrr!) and after all this
time are planting replacements for some early plants
that have reached the end of their cycle. See you in

_garden sometimesoon!
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PLEASE PARK IN THE
LANEWAY AND ENTER
BY THE NEXT GATE

Tasmania’s Largest ‘
Landscaped Native Garden |

Inverawe Native Gardens
Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden
1565 Channel Highway
MARGATE TAS 7054
Behind the Margate Train
Ph: (03) 6267 2020 Mob: 040 686 0584
www.inverawe.com.au
gardens@inverawe.com.au
Open five days a week
(Closed Tuesday & Wednesdays)

1 September to the end of April
First entry 10 am, last entry 4.00 pm
Other times by arrangement —
phone 03 6267 2020

Entry fee applies: Concessions welcom
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