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Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden  
Opens 1 September, five days a week till the end of April 

Check the box at the end of this newsletter for opening hours.   
See you in the Garden! 

Hakea Laurina 

 
Pincushion Hakea 
 

We like Hakeas – select a species that suits your 
patch and they are as tough as old boots.  They are 
mostly from Western Australia, so lighter, well 
drained soils and lots of sunshine.  Hakeas tend to 
flower late Winter, early Spring.  Birds love them. 
 

Another Red Sort of Thing! 

 
Kunzia baxteri 
 

Another West Australian, Kunzia baxteri enjoys 
similar conditions to Pincushion Hakea, and flowers 
in Autumn, Winter, and into Spring. It is a sure-fire 
crowd stopper!  Once again, loved by birds.   
 

Plotting, Planning… 
The recent dry weather has laid waste to some of our 
marginal plants, so late Winter, early Spring, we are 
busy replacing them.  It’s a chance to freshen up the 
garden and include plants that we know do well here.  
Nothing like experience to show the way ahead!  
Tough, colourful guys, please step forward. 

A few Birds 

 
Gulls, quite a few gulls. 
 

The view from Rabbit Hill, and each of those small 
white dots is a seagull.  How many?  A few in the air, 
some out of frame left and right, a few hundred?  
When a raptor passes over, they rise in the air, a 
whirling mass of hundreds of squawking birds.  Why 
don’t they bump into each other in flight?  When do 
they eat? What do they eat? Think of all the small fish 
this mob could devour.  One of life’s mysteries.   
Maybe they all head down to the Hobart waterfront, 
evenings, and cadge chips from tourists.   
 

One of Our Favourites 

 
Thryptomene saxicola, F C Payne 
 

A colourful small plant, to a metre or so high and 
wide, carrying these bright pink blooms for months at 
a time.  The flowers look good in a vase, too.  A very 
useful, fairly fast-growing plant for filling in the odd 
corner of garden bed.  In our garden it doesn’t seem 
to have any pests or diseases.  Or get eaten by 
Pademelons! 
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Wattle Day ‘25 

 
Acacia rubida (Red Stemmed Wattle) 
 

Wattle Day is 1 September, although in my youth in 
Sydney, 1 August comes to mind.  In any event, A 
rubida flowers whenever it feels like it.   The name 
Wattle comes from the early days of Sydney, when 
Sydney Blackwattle (A decurrens) was widely used to 
construct wattle and daub huts for the lower orders.  
 

Wattle is often blamed for causing Hay Fever. If 
you’ve ever sat under a Wattle tree in full bloom you’ll 
know that the pollen is very heavy and falls directly to 
ground (covering you).  Hay Fever is caused by the 
lighter pollens of grasses. 
 

Just a Moment, Here’s A Grevillea 

 
Grevillea “Pink Profusion” 
 

There are more species and cultivars of Grevilleas 
than you can jump over, enough for every garden.  
We have found that they seem to prefer an open 
position in full sun.  Ones we have tried under a tree 
canopy just aren’t very successful.  And below, G 
ripicola. 
 

 

JOE WHITTY 
Joe is the Grey Shrike Thrush, who constantly tells 

us his name.   
Joe Whitty! Joe Whitty! 

Dancing 
round the tree trunk, 

scoffing insects, 
bright eyes, 

taking in the scene. 
Perching 

on a branch, 
carolling the world. 

Vivacious. 
Lively. 

Engaged. 
As you step along the path, 

Joe follows, 
tree to tree, 

branch to branch, 
calling, encouraging, 

Joe Whitty! Joe Whitty! 
Joe's exuberance 

 transcends 
his sober grey 

apparel 
There's a bit 

of Joe 
in each of us 

if we care to find it. 
Joe Whitty! 

 

 
Inverawe Native Gardens 

Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden 
1565 Channel Highway 
MARGATE TAS 7054 

Behind the Margate Train 
Ph: (03) 6267 2020 Mob: 040 686 0584 

www.inverawe.com.au 
gardens@inverawe.com.au 

Open five days a week  
(Closed Tuesday & Wednesdays) 
1 September to the end of April  

First entry 10 am, last entry 4.00 pm 
Other times by arrangement –  

phone 03 6267 2020 
Entry fee applies:  Concessions welcom 

http://www.inverawe.com.au/
mailto:gardens@inverawe.com.au

