
Inverawe Newsletter, September 2015 page 1 
 

 
Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden - Re-op ens 1 Sept!
Inverawe Re-opens for 2015-2016 Season 

 
All set to receive visitors! 

 
We re-open Tuesday 1 September.  We will be open 
seven days a week, first entry 9.00 am, last entry 
5.00 pm, until the end of May.  Closed Christmas 
Day.   
 
Over winter we've planted a few hundred more 
plants, landscaped another area, and continued to 
lop lower branches in the southern area to create a 
park like atmosphere and encourage trees to put 
energy into the canopy.   There's a new French drain 
on the bottom land, so if you're into drains, this is a 
must.  It's designed to guide water run-off from the 
road, into our waterhole, whilst avoiding tunnel 
erosion on our erosion prone soil.   
 
Winter Visitor Sorts out the Acacias 

 
Grey Backed Silver Eye in Acacia terminalis 
 
A family of Silver Eyes spent some time feeding in 
the sunshine wattles, in July.  They're listed as 
seasonal migrants in the south so these were stay at 
homes.  I also saw a bird that from the back looked 
so much like Joe Whittey (Shrike-thrush) I even said 
"hullo Joe!" but when he turned around he had a 
most un-Joe like brown bib.  So who was he? A Fan 
Tailed Cuckoo who also stayed over winter?  Are 
winters getting milder?  (Apart from the snow!) 
 

At Last…the Book! 

 
 
We've published the Inverawe story - how we left 
Sydney and converted 22 acres of woody weeds into 
a landscaped garden, plus some poems and images.  
A4 format, 100 pages, $29.95, postage extra, 
available at the garden and in local bookstores.   
 
Events, Events, we do a few events…  

 
A very colourful cultivar of Acacia pravissima 

 
We are running a barrow load of workshops this year.   

• 20 September and repeated on 11 October, 
Colourful Gardening for Busy People  

• 18 October and repeated on 15 November, 
Breakfast and then the Birds 

Full details are on our website.  Bookings are 
essential, ph 6267 2020 

 
With just two of us to garden 22 acres and a very 
limited budget for contractors you have to believe we 
understand busy.   As for the birds, we used to call it 
Breakfast with the Birds  but the garden feeds the 
birds, we feed the humans.  We usually see 20 to 30 
species (of birds) 
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A Bit More for the Birds  

 
Jonno prepares to install our new sign 

 
A newly landscaped area has been planted with bird 
attracting plants and the sign, above is being 
installed by Jonno who has done a few days work for 
us.  All of the birds have been photographed at 
Inverawe, including the Sea Eagle and a Masked 
Owl. 
 
Native Clematis  

 
Clematis microphylla (yellow flowers) 

 
Clematis microphylla is one of several native 
Clematis.  Our grows vigorously on a screen behind 
the Botanists, and up through adjacent shrubbery. It 
flowers late winter, early spring.  The purple flowers 
growing through it belong to a Hardenbergia.  The 
bees love it.  I saw it growing at Pulchella Nursery 
several years ago and just had to have one.  We 
have two other local Clematis, aristata, a climber, and 
gentianoides, a scrambling ground cover.   Years ago 
we stayed in a cottage at Cornwall, UK which had 
pink flowering Clematis all over it.  I never realised 
we had some Australian members of the genus. 
 
What Gardeners do on Their Holidays  
Visit gardens, obviously.  We visited the Royal 
Botanic Gardens in Sydney, always a must, and took 
a ferry ride past the new Barangaroo Garden.  It's 
amazing what you can do with $250 million.  We 
visited a couple of gardens in Alice Springs 
(fabulous!) and Kings Park and the Yanchep National 
Park in WA, meeting native gardening friends along 
the way.  I always get a buzz out of seeing natives 
growing in their home environment.   
 

Elves Stop Work - Too Cold, They Claim 

 
Two of our Elves wait for the snow to clear 

 
We had the most snow we have seen during our 14 
plus years at Inverawe during the recent cold snap.  
This is maybe only the second time that snow has 
actually settled - it has been several years since any 
fell here, at sea level.   
 
Wonderful Weather! 
Through August we've had snow, hail, rain, frosts 
and some sunshine. For a gardener, so good!  So 
many pests and diseases can't stand wild fluctuations 
in weather and the soil moisture will give the plants a 
flying start through Spring.   Plus, I've found a little 
gully that might just stay moist through summer. 
Think of the gardening possibilities of that!   Bliss.   

 

See you in the garden! 

 
Inverawe Native Gardens 

Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden 
1565 Channel Highway 
MARGATE TAS 7054 

Behind the Margate Train 
Ph: (03) 6267 2020 

www.inverawe.com.au  
gardens@inverawe.com.au  

 
Follow us on Facebook 

Open seven days a week 
1 September to the end of May,  
Open 9 am, last entry 5.00 pm 

Entry fee applies:  Concessions welcome 

http://www.inverawe.com.au/
mailto:gardens@inverawe.com.au

