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Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden  
Opens 1 September, five days a week till the end of April 

We’ve changed our opening hours for this season.  Check the box at 
the end of this newsletter.  See you in the Garden! 

Pady Marches On 

 
Pady considers her next meal 
 

If you had a couple of good working dogs you could 
probably round up a droving mob of 20 or 30 
Pademelons at Inverawe.  Usually, they eat grass on 
the bottom land but it has been so dry there was no 
summer grass to eat. They retreated to the garden 
and munched through a good few Correas – they just 
love Correa albas.  It’s the Pademelons home too, 
and they need to eat something.   
 

The inedible 

 
Grevillea Scarlet Sprite 
 

It’s not all grim news.  I noticed that “spikey” 
Grevilleas have thrived in the dry.  When I chatted to 
the Grevilleas they said “Dry? What dry?”  My sort of 
plants.  Plus, they haven’t been eaten.  “We taste 
horrible,” they said.  That’s good.  I suspect 
Pademelons keep mobile phones in their pouches so 
they can tell each other what’s good to eat, and what 
isn’t.  “George?  Mary? Come on down – these 
Correas are delicious! Bring the whole family, but 
don’t touch the Grevilleas! 

Birds, Birds, Birds. 

 
New Hollands, semi-camouflaged, glare at us. 
 

Anywhere you stop for a moment at Inverawe, there 
are birds.  New Hollands are everywhere and own 
the household garden.  They breed here, in dense 
shrubbery. Some Yellow Wattle Birds are around. 
They also breed here, preferring to nest in mid-sized 
trees.  Next time you visit, stop for a few minutes, 
watch and listen as the birds swirl through the trees. 
Can’t make it to Inverawe?  There’ll be a garden near 
you.  Visit and absorb the vibes.   
 
Weather, weather, weather. 

 
Hakea multilineata 
 

Hakeas are tough guys.  Dry going, a very wet July to 
end the long dry (we hope!), poor soil and battling 
under a tree canopy don’t bother this guy.  Plus, 
nobody eats them although black cockies like 
cracking the very hard fruit to get at the seed.   We 
like cockies and manage to harvest enough seeds.   
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What’s it all About? 

 
I have seen the Sign! 
 

What are we trying to do at Inverawe?  Several 
things.  We are trying to present Australian native 
plants in a natural, landscaped setting.  We want 
plants that are comfortable in place and that don’t 
require a lot of looking after.  And that don’t get eaten 
by the local wildlife. We want year-round colour.  That 
attracts birds, and useful insects.  We want “little bits 
of business” that slow down the visitor – think of our 
elves, or Maloney, the Tasmanian Tiger.  The elves 
and Maloney were created by talented local artist, 
Lesley Perkins.  The many long views down the bay, 
framed by trees, or looking back to the mountain – 
we owe that inspiration to the many British and Irish 
gardens we’ve walked around.  We hope it inspires 
you to action. 
 
More Birds, Big Birds. Really Big Birds. 

 
Pelicans 
 
Pelicans are back in town.  This lot look as if they’re 
not talking to each other.  At times they disappear but 
they were here this time last year, too.  The birds 
behind them are gulls.  There are sometimes 
hundreds and hundreds of gulls on the mud island in 
the middle of the bay.  When a raptor such as a Sea 
Eagle flies overhead they all take to the air – I guess 
they feel safer moving around than standing still.   
Why don’t they bump into each other?  It’s clearly 
more scientific than it looks.  Gulls must be smart.  All 
those mouths to feed, in our Bay?  It makes you stop 
and think. Maybe the pelicans are hanging around, 
waiting for gull free clear air, so they can take to the 
sky. They do look as if they are waiting for a bus.   

Who was Here? 

 
Botanists Labillaidiere and Robert Brown in front of 
Clematis microphylla  
 

Who was here, once? Botanists Frenchman 
Labillaidiere, left and Scot Robert Brown, right, were 
here, right here, 200 plus years ago and gave 
scientific names to100s of Tassie plants.  What would 
they have seen?  The bottom land would have been 
a mix of river delta and salt marsh, not river flats as 
now. Some of the plants they named are growing at 
Inverawe. 
 

Finally, good Gardening to one and all, 
wherever you garden! 

 
Inverawe Native Gardens 

Tasmania’s Largest Landscaped Native Garden 
1565 Channel Highway 
MARGATE TAS 7054 

Behind the Margate Train 
Ph: (03) 6267 2020 Mob: 040 686 0584 

www.inverawe.com.au 
gardens@inverawe.com.au 

 

Open five days a week  
(Closed Tuesday & Wednesdays) 
1 September to the end of April  

First entry 10 am, last entry 4.00 pm 
Other times by arrangement –  

phone 03 6267 2020 
Entry fee applies:  Concessions welcome 

http://www.inverawe.com.au/
mailto:gardens@inverawe.com.au

